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& By the King, 


D we haue euer from our infancte had manifoldpzoofesof Gods 
great goodnes towards vs in his pꝛotetting ot vs from many dan- 
gers of our Perſon, very ncerely thꝛeatning vs, and none moze 
S notozious then his happy conducting of vs in the late caſe of our 
- \ £139, ſucceſſion to this Crowne, Which contrary to moſt mens expetta⸗ 
| fe \ * tion wee haue reteined with moꝛe quiet and concurrentie of good 


1 


2 ) Vi will of our peeple (otherwile perhaps of different diſpoſitions) 


— 


S then cuer in like accident hath bene leene: So doc we thinke that 
the memoꝛp of his benefits ought to be a continuall ſolicitation to vs to ſhewe our ſelues 
thankekull to his diuine Maieſtie, wherein ſoeuer oppoztunitie ſhall be offered vs to doe him 
ſeruite, but eſpetially in things concerninghis honour and ſeruice, and the furtherance ofthe 
Soſpel, which is the ducty moſt beſeeming Royallauthozitic. Wherefoꝛe after our entry 
into this Kingdome, when wee had receiued infozmation of the ſtate thereof at the deceaſe of 
the Queene our Siſter of famous 1nemozy, Although we found the Whole Body thercofin 
generall by the wiſedome of her ſelfe and care of thoſe who had the adminiſtration thereof 
vnder her, in ſuch good ſtate of health as did greatly commend their wiſcdotnes, as well in 
the Politique part of it, as alſo in the Eccleſiaſticall, whereof ſince wee haue vnderſtood the 
foꝛme and frame, we are perſwaded that both the conſtitution and doctrine thereof is agree⸗ 
able to Gods woꝛd, and necre to the condition of the Pꝛumitiue Church: Yet foꝛalmuch as 
erperience doeth ſhewe dayly, that the Church militant is neuer ſo well tonſtituted in any 
fozme of Politie, but that the imperfections of men who haue the exerciſe thereof, doe with 
time, though vuſenſibly,bzingin ſome toꝛruptions: As allo foꝛ that infoꝛmations were daily 
b:ought vnto vs by diuers, that ſome things vſed in this Church were both ſcandalous to 
many ſeeming ʒealous, and gaue aduantage to the Aduerlaries, Wee conceiued that no ſub⸗ 
iett could be ſo fit foꝛ vs to ſhew our thankefulneſſe to God, as vpon ſerious examination of 
the ſtate of this Church, to redeeme it from ſuch ſtandals, as both by the one (ide and the other 
were layd vpon it. Foꝛ our inſtruction wherein, we appointed a meeting to be had befoze our 
Selke and our Counſell, of diucrs of the Biſhops and other learned men, the firſt day ok the 
next moneth, by whoſe infoꝛmation and aduice we nught gouerne our pꝛoceeding therein, if 
We found cauſe of amendment. But by reaſon of the ſickneſſe reigning in many plates of our 
Kingdome, the vnlealonable time ofthe yecre foꝛ trauaile, and the intommoditie of the plate 
of our abode foꝛ ſuch an aſſembly, we were conſtrained to deferre it till after Chuſtmas: At 
which Conſultation we ſhall both moꝛe particutarly vnderſtand the ſtate of the Church, and 
reteiue thereby light to iudge whether there be indeed any ſuch enoꝛmities as arc pꝛetended, 


and know how to pꝛoteed to the redzefic. But thts gur 0dip purpoſe we linde hath bene mil 
conſtrued by ſome mens ſpirits, whole heat tendeth rather to combuſtion then refozmatien, 
as appearcth bythe courſes they haue taten, Some vbng publique Jnuecttues againſt the 
ſtate Ectleſiaſticall here cFablifi;ed, ſome conterniry their Authontie and the Proceſſes of 
their Courts, ſame gathering fribſcriptions of mulgtudes of vulgar perlous to Dupplicatt- 
eng to be erhiviced to vs to traue that Nefoꝛmation, Which if there be cauſe to make, is moꝛe 
in our heart theu in theirs, All which courſes it is apparant to all men are vnlawlull and 
doe ſauour of tumult, ſedition, and violence, and not of tuch a Chuſtian modeſtie as belcemeth 
thoſe, who foꝛ pieties ſake onely deſire redꝛeſſe of things they thinke to be annie, and cannot 
but be the occaſions of diſſenttous part:alitics, and perhaps of greater inconuemences a- 
mong our people. 

Foꝛ pꝛeuenting Whereof, We v auc thought it necoſtary to wake publique declaration to 
all our Subiects, that as we haue reason to thinke the etate of che Church bere tbabuſhed, 
and the degrees and oꝛders ok Manlters $ouc — unt, to be agreeable to the woꝛdeotf 
God, and the foꝛme of the Þ:umtue Chur ch, hauing found the — bleſſed in the reiene ot 
the late Queene, with orcat mereale of the Goſpel, and wuh a moſt hapr y and long za n 
the politique State, Which iwo t3ings, the truelernice of God, and Hapyircie ofthe St 
doc tommonly concurre together: So are we not ignozant. e be 
ſome Coꝛruptions, which may delcruc a remewand amendment, Which i by the allemblp in- 
tended by vs we ſhall finde to be ſo in deede, we wul there pꝛoccede actozding to the Lawes 
and Cuſtomes ofthis Kralme by aditife of our Countecil, oꝛ inour high Court ct Parliament, 
02 by Conuocation of our Clercic,as we ſhall finde reaion to leade vs; not doubtung but that 
in ſuch an oꝛderly pꝛotceding, we ſail haue the Pꝛelates and others ot our Clergie no le ſſe 
willing, and karre moꝛe able to affoo:d vs their duetie and ceruec, then any other Whole 3cale 
goeth ſo faſt befoze their diſcretion, Upon which our Pꝛintely care, our plcaſurc is, that all 
our Sudiects doe repole themlelues, and leaue to our conicience that which to vs only apper⸗ 
teineth,mapd: ee MAR and factions manner of p2ocecding, foꝛ that hercakter tfanp 
(all either by g. ther: 107 £30 läblrptlonsokmultitudes to Supf heating, 7 
behamour to any authontte by ite Lawes reſting in Ceclefiaſiieall perleus, wh ptu u: 
tines and viidecent ſpeeches either m the Pulpit oꝛ otgerwile, oꝛbydelobedience 9 nl 
{cs pꝛotceding from their Jurildittion, gine vs caule to thinke that he hath a noe vnqmet 
ſpirit then becommeth any pꝛiuate yerion to haue toward publike authouty, We Wilmake tt 
appeare by thcir chaſticement , how farre ſuch a maner of p2oceeding1sdilpleaſingto vs, and 
that we finde that theſe Nefoꝛmers vader pꝛetended 3eale affect Noucltic, and ſo contuſion 
inalleſtates: whereas our purpoſe and reſolution euer was, and now is to pꝛeſeruc the eſtate 
aſwell Eccleſiaſticall as Politike, in ſuch foꝛme as we haue found it eſtabliſhed by the Lawes 
here, rekoꝛming onely the abuſes wiich we ſhall apparantly finde pzooned, And that allo to 
doe byſuch mature aduiſe and deliberation, as we haue aboue mentioned. Whercfoꝛe we ad- 


month all men hereby to take warning,asthey will anſwere the contrary at their perill, 


Glucn vnder our hand ard lcon the twen*y fourth day ol October 1603. of our Licigne ct England. 
France and Treland the far, and ol Seotland the thirty and ſeuenth yecre, 


God ſaue the King. 


Az lmprinted at London by Robert Barker, Printer to the 
Kings molt Lxcellent Maieſtie. Anno 1603. 


